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on the inside. When opened, the abdominal cavity of some diseased birds is found to be filled with a red watery fluid. This is blood and frequently comes from a ruptured spleen or liver (Fig. 44). If badly affected, both of these organs are very much enlarged and break easily. Jumping off a high roost might cause such an internal hemorrhage. The spleen is located directly under the liver. It is round and about the same color. The healthy spleen is about the size of a marble, but when affected with tuberculosis, it may be as large as an egg and covered with the grayish-white nodules. When sliced, the spleen may be found to contain the same spots on the inside. The intestines should be removed and the outer surface carefully examined for the presence of wart-like growths or tumors on the outside. These are grayish-white in color and, when split, have yellow centers. There may be only one or two of these lumps or there may be several dozen. Other parts of the bird, such as the lungs, joints and skin, may be affected, but the liver, spleen, and intestines will serve to identify the disease.
How tuberculosis spreads
Tuberculosis in chickens is a disease of the digestive tract, most of the germs being taken in through the mouth. Since the disease localizes in the liver, spleen, and the wall of the intestines, it is plain that most of the germs drain into the intestines and pass out with the droppings. Thus the floor of the poultry house carries a heavy load of infection. This is also true of the yards adjacent to the house. When open drinking and feeding dishes are used, the feed and water may become contaminated with droppings of many diseased birds. This would constitute an easy mode of infection.
Repeated investigations have shown that fowl tuberculosis does not spread to any extent through the eggs laid by infected hens. Birds become infected after they are hatched Day-old chicks purchased from commercial hatcheries do